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Milan, June 22, 2016 

 
Dear Mr Amos, 

We are glad to inform you that the sixteenth edition of the Infopoverty World Conference was held on April 

14th-15th 2016 at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. Since 2001 the Conference is organized 

yearly by OCCAM, Observatory on Digital Communication. It was live-streamed on the UNTV, and it is now 

possible watch the recording on the website. As a follow up to our previous correspondence, we would like 

to inform you of the outcomes of this year’s edition of the Conference. 

Infopoverty represents the highest standard in the elaboration, by partners such as NEC, BASF Corporation 

and IBM, of the new ICT technologies in the field of digital services for development. In this year’s edition, 

many solutions in the fields of e-learning, telemedicine and food security were presented and discussed. 

In particular, two initiatives were highly praised and supported: firstly, the creation of a new institution, the 

World Food Security eCenter (WFSeC), born as a legacy of Milan EXPO2015 and developed with the support 

of international institutions able to provide technology and assistance in the field of food security. 

The Center, that aims at providing digital services for food security through its network of laboratories and 

centers of excellence, is structured in regional Hubs located in cities such as Sao Paulo (Brazil), Kinshasa 

(Democratic Republic of the Congo) and Tōkyō (Japan), with the support of their governments. 

Beside this new institution, I would like to highlight the validation of the eMedMed project, a program for the 

migrant emergency in the Mediterranean Sea, launched in collaboration with the City of Catania and its Major 

Enzo Bianco. The project includes the creation of a sanitary Hub promoted by the Italian Government and by 

Countries of the Mediterranean area such as Tunisia, Morocco, Egypt and Libya, in the ambit of the Union for 

the Mediterranean (UfM). 

In a time of exceptional dynamism that sees the effects of the digital revolution subvert the original assets 

and open up new possibilities at a speed unseen before in history, involving all human beings, we believe that 

the Goodwill Coalition launched at the Conference can constitute a significant open platform of collaboration 

in order to accelerate the achievement of the new Sustainable Development Goals. 

With these auspices, and wishing it may be of interest to you, I send you the Final Declaration of the 

Conference. 

Kind regards,  

 
 

Pierpaolo Saporito 
President, OCCAM and Infopoverty Programme 


